
Track 1
THEME TUNE IN HERE
Hello! Welcome to Manchester, and welcome to the Old Trafford,
Trafford Park and The Quays trail, brought to you by Trafford
Metropolitan Borough Council.
This tour will show you the highlights of the area, allowing you to
discover it at your own pace.
Each audio point marked on the accompanying map corresponds
to the track number, so you should start Track 2 when you reach
Audio Point 2, and so on.

Each track gives clear instructions as to when and where you should
walk next. To do the full trail non-stop without visiting museums and
so on might take between an hour and a half and two hours.

To do the full walk with visits to museums could take all day – or
perhaps you could complete the trail in stages and combine the
information here with other visits; or a coffee, a meal or an overnight
stay.  For more information. visit the web site for the area
www.thequays.org.uk.

The end of each track is marked by the following sound.

STING

A word of caution – please be aware of your surroundings, including
fellow pedestrians and vehicles, during this tour. We recommend
using designated pedestrian crossings at all times - and, for your own
safety, we recommend that you avoid taking these tours after dark.

This is a trail around parts of Old Trafford, Trafford Park and The
Quays: an area saturated with fascinating history, but also with a

bright and lively present. It combines industry with sport and art to a
degree arguably unparalleled in Britain.  It’s famous too. Say the
words Old Trafford to one third of the world’s population and they
know it for cricket, say it to rest of the world’s population and they
know it for football.

While we have chosen to start our tour at Lancashire County Cricket
Club, which is convenient for those arriving by our tram system
Metrolink,  this is a circular tour and it is therefore possible to start at
any point.

Before we get under way, this tour requires imagination. There are
dramatic & stunning views around the re-developed waterfront, but
much of it is a modern day working environment with few physical
references to the past. We hope this tour will bring these areas to life
for you.

You should now be at Audio Point 1, outside the gates of Lancashire
County Cricket Club on Talbot Road.

Being the home of Lancashire cricket, you can expect to see the
county symbol, the red rose, all around the place. It is also one of
the very few grounds in England and Wales in which the national
team plays. For those games, called Test matches, it has a capacity
of around 23,500.

Lancashire County Cricket Club began life as the Aurora club in the 1820s in
Salford: so called because players would meet at dawn for a match before going
on to work. There were several moves before the club, by then called the
Manchester Cricket Club, leased the site of the defunct Stretford Steeplechase at
Old Trafford for a shade over £37 in 1857.

Twenty-three years later Manchester and Lancashire Cricket Clubs merged and the
latter name was adopted. Meanwhile, in 1878, Australia had become the first
international team to play at Old Trafford.
A curious incident took place shortly after the merger when spiked
iron railings were unwisely placed around the playing area. These
nearly caused the death of a Gloucestershire player, who fell
backwards onto them. Fortunately there were three doctors playing
that day, including the legendary player WG Grace, who were able
to save him.
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This tour starts from outside Lancashire County
Cricket Club, on Talbot Road – but it is a circular
walk and it is therefore possible to start at any point
on the map

Track 1 tells you how the tours work – and where to
go next! Start each track when you reach the
corresponding Audio Point, so listen to Track 2 when
you reach Audio Point 2, and so on.

This trail will take between 90 and 120 minutes, but
there are plenty of museums and other attractions to
Visit along the way, so it could take much longer!

Be aware of your surroundings as you walk, including
vehicles and fellow pedestrians. We recommend that
You do not  take these tours after dark - and that
You use designated pedestrian crossings at all times

OLD TRAFFORD, TRAFFORD PARK AND THE QUAYS TRAIL
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